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Moſt Reverend Father in God 


THOMAS 
| Lord Archbiſhop of C anterbury; 


Sir Henry AsHursT Baronet ; 

Sir wary RoTHERAM Serjeant at 
aw ; 

Joan EveLyN Senior Eſquire ; 


Truſtees appointed by the'Will of the Hono- 
rable ROBEKT BOTLE Eſquire. 


Moſt Reverend and Honoured, 


S I had the Honour to Preach this Ser 
A mon by your Kind and Generous Ap- 

pointment, ſo I now Publiſh it in 
Obedience to your Commands, and humbly offer ' 
it, as alſo my enſuing Diſcourſes, to your Candid 
Patronage and Acceptance. I have (in pur- 
ſnance of Tour Grace's direclion ) ſtudied tv be 
as Pliin and Intelligible as poſſibly I could, 
3 and 


and ſhall, by the Divine Aſſiſtance, proſecute 
my whole Deſign after the ſame manner ; 
which Method of Treating this Subje&, appears 
very Suitable to the Pious and Excellent Deſign 
»f Our Noble and Honourable Founder. 

I humbly defire your Prayers to Almighty 
30d, that Hz will vouchſafe to render my weak 
Indeavours effecinal to ſhew the Ground- 
:(snefs and lriconcluſiveneſs of thoſe Obje- 
tions. which . Atheiftical Men - uſually © bring 
zainſk the great and Important Truths of 
eligion;, which is the End they are ſincerely 
reed to, by 


Moſt Reverend and Honoured, 
Your moſt obliged 


lumble Servant, 


HARRIS. 
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PSALM X. 4. 
The Wicked through the Pride of his Counte- 


nance, will not ſeek after God. : Neither is 


God in all bis Thoughts. 


ſcription of the Infolence of Atheiſtical and 

Wicked Men, when once they grow Powerful 

and Numerous ; for then, as we read at the 
Third Verſe, they will proceed fo far, as openly zo 
boaſt of and glory in their Impiety : They-will boldly 
defie and contemn the great God of Heaven and Earth, 
v. 13. They will deny his Providence, v. 11. and deſpiſe 
his Vengeance : And, as we are told in theſe words of 
my Text, They will grow fo Proud and high, as to 
ſcorn to pay him any Honour or Worlhip, toPray 
to him or Call «pon him; but will endeavour to 
baniſh the very Thoughts-of his Being out of their 
Minds. The. Wicked through the Pride of his, &c. 


T: this Palm is: Contained a very lively De- 


In which words, we have an Account more par- 
ticularly, by. what Methods and Steps Men advance 
to ſuch an Exorbitant height. of Wickednels, as to 
ſet up for Atheiſm, and to deny the Exiſtence of a 
God ; for there are in them theſe Three Particulars, 


which I ſhall conſider in their Order. 


I. Here is: the general Character 'or Qualifications 
of the Perſon the Pfalmiſt ſpeaks of ; which 
is, That he is a Wicked May, The Wicked 
through the Pride, &c. II. The 
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11. The particular kind of Wickedneſs, or the Origin 
from whence the Spirit of Atheiſm and Irre- 
ligion doth chiefly proceed ; And That is Pride. 

e Wicked through the Pride of bis Counte- 
nance, &c. And, | 


IN. Here is'the great Charge that. is, brought againſt 
this Wicked and Proud Man ; viz. Wilful Atheiſm 
and Infidelity : He will not ſeek after God : Neither 
is God in all his Thoughts : Or, as it is in the 
Margin of our Bibles, with good Warrant from 
the Hebr. 4/7 his Thoughts are there is nd/God, 


In diſcourſing on the two Firſt of theſe Heads, 
| ſhall endeavour to ſhew, that Immorality and Pride 
are the great Cauſes of the Growth of Atheiſm 
amongſt us : And on the Third, 1 ſhall conſider the 
Objections that Atheiſtical Men uſually bring againſt 
the being of a Deity, and ſhew how very weak and 
invalid they are. 


And firſt ] think it very Neceflary to fay ſome- 
thing of the Caxfes of Infidelity and Atheiſm, and to 
ſhew how it comes to paſs that Men can poſlibly ar- 
rive to ſo great a height of Impicty. This my Text 
naturally leads me to, before I can come to the great 
Subjet I deſign to Diſcourſe upon ; and I hope it 
may be of very good uſe ito diſcover the Grounds of 
this heinous Sin, and the Methods and Steps by which 
Men advance to it ; that fo thoſe who are not yet 
hardened in it, nor quite given up to a Reprobate 
Mind, may, by the Bleſling 'of God, take heed, and 
avoid being engaged -in ſuch -Courſes as do naturally 
lead into it. 
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I. Therefore let us conſider the general CharaQter 
or Qualifications of the Perſon here ſpoken of in my 
Text, And that is, that he is a Wicked Man. The 
wicked through the Pride, &c. 


And this is every where the Language of the Sa- 
cred Scripture, when it ſpeaks of. Atheiſtical Men. 
David tells us ( Pſal. 14.1. and 51. 1.) that 'tis the 
Fool (i.e. the Wicked Man, for ſo the word Nabal 
often ſignifies, and is ſo here to be underſtood) Tis 
he that hath faid i» his heart there is no God, "Tis 
ſuch an one as is a Foo! by his own fault; one ſtu- 
pified and dull'd by Vice and Luſt, as he ſufficiently 
explains it afterwards ; one that is corrupt and become 
filthy, and that hath done abominable works. * So the 
Apoſtle St. Paul ſuppoſes, that thoſe Men will have in 
them an evil heart of unbelief, who do depart from 
the living God , and live without him in the world. 
And indeed, it is very Natural to conclude, That 
thoſe which are once debauched in their Praftzees, 
may eaſily grow fo in their Principles : For when 
once 'tis a Man's Intereſt that there ſhould be no 
God , he will readily enough disbelieve his Exi- 
ſtence : We always give our aſſent very precipi- 
tantly to what we wiſh for, and would have to be 
true, A Man oppreſſed with a Load of Guilt, and 
conſcious to himſelf, that he is daily obnoxious to 
the Divine Vengeance, will be often very uneahie, 
reſtleſs, and diſſatisfied with himſelf, and his Mind 
muſt be filled with Diſmal and Ill-boding Thoughts. 
He is unwilling to leave his Sins, and to forego 
the preſent Advantage of Senſual Pleature; and vet 
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he cannot but be fearful too, of the Puniſhments 
of a Future State , and vehemently diſturbed now 
and then, about the account that he muſt one day give 
of his Aftions. 


Now, *tis very Natural for a Man under ſuch 
Circumſtances, to-catch at any; thing that doth'but 
ſeem to offer him a little Eaſe and Quiet, and that 
can help him. to ſhake off his melancholy Appre- 
henfion of impending Puniſhment and Miſery. Some 
therefore bear down all Thought and Confideration 
ef their Condition, in an uninterrupted enjoyment 
of Senſual Delights, and quite ſtupifie and drown 
their Conſcience and Reon in continual Exceſles 
and Debauchery ; and thus. very many commence 
Atheiſts, out of downright Sottiſhnels. and Stupi- 
dity, aftid come at laſt to helieve nothing of the 
Truths of Religion, becauſe they never think any 
thing about it, nor «nderſtand any thing of- it. 
Others, who have been a little enured to think- 
ing, and have gotten ſome ſmall ſmattering in the 
ſuperficial Parts of Learning, will endeavour to de- 
fend their wicked Practices by ſome pretence to 
Reaſon and Argument. Theſe will one while juſtifie 
their Actions, by forced and -wreſted Citations and 
Explications of ſome particular Texts of Scripture ; 
at another time they will ſhroud themſelves under 
the Examples of the Prevarications of ſome great 
Men in Sacred Scripture, as. a Licence to them, to 
be guilty of the ſame or the like wicked Adts ; 
without conſidering at all, of their great Penitence 
afterwards. Sometimes they will diſpute the-Eter- 
ity of Hell Torments, deny that their Soul ſhall 
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furvive the Budy, and pleaſe themſelves with the 
glorious hopes of being utterly annihilated. Now 
they will argue againſt the Freedom of their ow 
Wills; and by and by, againſt that of the Divine 
Natare :: and from beth conclude, that there can be 
no harm nor evil in. what they do, becauſe they 
are abſolutely neceſlitated to every thing they com» 
mit. . But againſt all this precarious ſtuff, the $a- 
cred Scriptures do yet appear and afford a fuffi- 
cient Retutation. The next Step therefore muſt 
be to. quarrel at, and expoſe them; to pretend that 
there are Abſardities, Contradittions and Inconjiſten- 
cies in them : To aſſert that the Religion they con- 
tain, is nothing but a meer Human and Political 
Inſtitution, and the Invention of a Crafty and de- 
figning Order of Men, to promote their own Inte- 
reſt and Advantage ; but that they are of no manner 
of Divine Authority ,, nor Univerſal Obligation. 
And when once they get thus far, they begin to 
be at Liberty ; now they can purſue their vicious 
Inclinations without controul of their Conſciences, 
or the: Conviction of God's holy Word., and are 
got above the Childiſh Fears of Eternal-Miſery. By 
this time, the true and through Calenture of Mind 
begins ; they grow now deliriouſly enamoured with 
the feign'd Products of their own Fancies ; avd 
theſe Notions appear to them now, adorned with 
ſuch' bright and radiant Colours, and 1o beautiful 


_ and glorious, that they will ruſh headlong; into this 


Fools Paradiſe, though Eternal Deſtruction be at 
the bottom ; for now they ſtick at nothing ; They 
Retrench the Deity of all his Attributes, abſolutely 
deny his Prefidence iover = Aﬀairs of the m__ 
2 an 
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and make him nothing but a kind of »eceſſary and 
Lind Cauſe of things, Nature, the Soul of the World, 
or ſome ſuch word, which they have happened to 
meet with in the Ancient Heathen Writers. But 
they Profeſs that *tis. impoſſible to have any. /d4za 
of him at all ; and what they cannot conceive or 
have an /dza of, they ſay is nothing, and by Con- 
ſequence there can be no. ſuch thing as a God. 
This, or fuch like, I'm perſwaded: is the uſual Me- 
thod , by which thefe kind of Men advance to 
abſolute Infidelity. and Atheiſm : And in this, they 
are every ſtep. confirmed and eſtabliſhed by the 
ſeeming Wit, and real Boldneſs, with which Athe- 
iſtical Men dreſs up their Arguments and Diſ- 
courſes; and of which, if they were ſtripped and di- 
veſted, their weakneſs and inconcluſiveneſs muſt needs 
appear to every one. But the Mirth and Humour, 
and that Surpriſing-and Extravagant Vein of talk- 
ing which always abounds in the Company of ſuch 
Men, ſo ſuits and agrees with his own vicious Inchi- 
nations, that he becomes eaſily prejudiced againſt 
the Truth of Religion, and any Obligation to its 
Precepts and Injunctions : And ſo he will foon 
reſolve to ſeek no more after God, but will employ all 
his Thoughts to prove that there is no ſuch Being 
in the World. 


But on the other hand, it appears wholly im- 
poſſible for a Man to arrive at ſuch a pitch as 
abſolute Infidelity and Atheiſm, if , he hath been 
virtuouſly Educated, and be enclined to live a Sober 
and a Moral Lite, For there is certainly nothing 
that Peligion enjoins, but what 1s exattly agreeable 

to 
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to the Rules of Morality and Virtue ; nothing but 
what is conformable to right Reaſon and Truth ; 
nothing but what is ſubſtantially good. and plea- 
fant, and nothing but what will approve it. felf to 
thinking Mind, as certainly conducing to the oo 
of Human Society, and to every one's Quiet, Eaſe, 
and Happineſs here in this Life : And over and above 
this, it gives us an aſlurance of a glorious Immor- 
tality in the World to come, 


Now, Can it be imagined, that any ſober and 
virtuous Man, and one that is not prejudiced by the 
Inducements of Senſual Pleafure, if he ſeriouſly con- 
ſiders things, will not be induced. to. take upon 
him the Profeſſion of our holy Religion :. and with 
all due Gratitude to. our Gracious God,. accept of 
ſo vaſt a Reward as this of Eternal Happineſs ? 
Eſpecially too when it is for doing that only out - 
of a true Principle of Religion, whuch.it is ſuppoſed 
he was inclined to-perform without it, by the Prix- 
ciples of Reaſon and Honour. A Man that is enclined 
to live virtuouſly, juſtly, temperately, and peaccably 
in- this preſent World, wall ſoon be fatisfied,. if he 
read the Holy Scriptures ,, that it is tis which 
lies at the Bottom of all Revealed Rehgion, and for 
whoſe Advancement and Propagation among Man- 
kind, all that gracious Diſpenſation was contrived 


'and delivered to us. What reaſon can therefore be 


poſſibly afſigned, why ſuch. a Perſon ſhould disbelieve 
the 7ruths of Religion? ls not a deſire of Happineſs 
ſo Natural to us, that tis the great” Inducement of 
all our Actions?-and will not every Man aim to get 
as much: of this, as he can, according to the Nargn 
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he hath'of it > what is there then that can prejudice 
fuch a Man's Mind againſt the Belief and Expectatiori 
of 2 future Reward at the hand of God? Is it not 
Natural to embrace any offer that propoſes to -us a 
great Advantage? and are not we very- ready -to 
believe the 'Truth of- any - thing that is advanced of 
that Nature? The Great Truths therefore of Reli- 
Sion, containing nothing impoſlible, abſurd or im- 
probable in them , and- exhibiting to him - Infinite 
Advantages on ſuch cafie Conditions, muſt needs 
be the delightful Obje&ts of a Good | and Yirtuous 
Man's Faith. He, indeed, that hath juſt Grounds 
to fear that his Irregular Life will incapacitate him 
for the Favour of God, and the Joys of another 
World, may be willing , and- at laſt infatuated fo 
far, as really to disbelieve what he knows he cannot 
obtain. But one that is of a Moral, Sober and Vir- 
tuous Diſpoſition, can never be ſuppoſed to be fo 
unaccountably abſurd, as to commence Atheiſt con- 
trary to his Intereſt, his Inclination, and his Reaſon, 


And as 'tis hardly poſſible to cohceive a Perſon 
can be an Atheiſt, without being firſt Wicked ; ſo it 
appears as difficult to imagine, that if he be an A- 
theiſt, he' ſhould not continue to be fo, I know 
the Cantrary is often pretended; viz. That one that 
believes-nothing of a God or Religion, -may yet be, 
and often is' guided by- a - Principle of Reaſon and 
Flonour, and will do to others as 'he would be done 
wito himſelf : Such an one ( 7t is ſaid) will be fa- 
tisfied of the Neceflity of Humane Laws, and of the 
Advantages that' do* thence ariſe: to Mankirid + He 


Ayill think himſelf obliged to fubmitit0 the Laws of 


his 
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his Country, and confequently- will keep 'up to the 
Rules of common Juſtice and Honeſty ; and' this (fay 
they) is enough, and all that Religion can pretend to 
enjoin. (a) There is a late French Author, that en- (,) penſces ai. 
deavours to maintain by Arguments and. Examples, verſes Ecrites 4 
that the Principles of Atheiſm do not neceſſarily lead _—_ - 
to Vice and Immorality. But in the Proof of this, roccaſinn de la 
he comes very ſhort of his Deſign. He. alledges, Concre qui pa- 
That ſome Profeſſing Chriſtianity have always, and pj; nu 
do full, live as bad Lives and as wickedly as any 158. Roner- 
Atheiſts whatſoever can do : And that ſome Atheiſts #% 8% 
have lived very Regularly and Morally. - But what 
then > Allowing and 'granting all this ; 'it doth 
not in the leaſt tollow-that Atheiſm doth not lead to 
Immorality and a Corruption of Manners. For it is 
neither aflerted that Atheiſm is the only way of be- 
coming Wicked ; nor that'an Atheiſt muſt neceſfrily 
be guilty of all manner of Vice. No doubt very many 
Men betake themſelves to a ſinful Courſe, withour 
having any Principles to juſtifie themſelves by, as 
the Atheiſt pretends to : But are drawn into Wicked- 
neſs purely by Incogitancy and want of Conſidera- 
tion. And ſuch kind of Perfons, though they make 
an outward Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, yet they may 
be, and doubtleſs often are,as Vicious and Immoral as 
any other Men, without ever arriving at the Point of 
Speculative Atheiſm, or perhaps without ever ſo much 
as doubting of the Being of a God, of the Truth 
of Religion, or of a Future State of Rewards and 
Puniſhments. No one faith alſo that an Atheiſt muſt 
neceſfarily be guilty of a7 mamer of Vice and Immo- 
rality : But 'tis plain enough, that his Principles lead 
him to proſecute any vicions Iyclination that is ſuitable 
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to him, and to do; ary thing- that he can ſafely, to 
procure; to himſelf that kind of Happineſs or Satis- 
faction he propoſes to enjoy. Many Sins are-dil- 
agreeable to ſome particular Periods and Circum- 
ſtances of a Man's Life, to-his Conſtitution, Genius 
and Humour. -Now 'tis caſie to ſuppoſe a Man may 
abſtain. from yuch,. for his oivn Eaſe, Health and Qui- 
et's fake, Se/f-Love will preſerve the Atheiſt from 
ſuch open and notorious Acts of Wickedneſs, as will 
expoſe him to the Capital Puniſhment of Human 
Laws ; and which will endanger depriving him of 
his Being here, where he only propoles to be happy. 
This Principle alſo of Se/f-Love, will hinder him 
from expoſing himſelf to Ignominy and Scandal ; 
and will make him endeavour to keep fair in the 
Opinions of thoſe whoſe diſeſteem would give him a 
great degree of Unhappinels. But it dota ' not in 
the leaſt follow from hence, that becauſe he is not 

uilty of a/l manner, or of this or that particular 
Vice, that therefore he is a good Moral Man, and 
guilty of none at all : It cannot be concluded from 
hence, that ſuch a Perſon will avoid committing any 
Fact, be it never ſo Wicked, when it is tript of all 
theſe Inconveniences, and can be done ſecretly, ſafely 
and ſecurely : when 'tis agreeable to his Conſtitution 
and Humour, faſhionable and gentile, and contributes 
very much to that kind of SatisfaQtion he is inclin'd 
to; for as one that had conliderd this Point well, 
obſerves, Self-Love, which like Fire covets to reſolve 
all things into it ſelf, makes Men they care not what 
Villany or what Impiety they Act, ſo it may but con- 
duce to their own Advantage. (Preface to Great is Diana 
of the Epheſians.) And indeed, it he be not abfo- 
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lutely Stupid, and one that propoſes to himſelf no 
manner of End at all, he will certainly do this very 
thing : Hewill purſue and practiſe Indifferently fuch 
kind of Deſigns and Aﬀtions , be they good or bad, 
as will give him as much Pleafure and Happineſs as 
he can have here in this ſhort Life, where, Miſerable 
Wretch as he is, he only hath any hope. And nothing 
can nor will hinder ſuch a Perſon from endeavouring 
to do or obtain any thing he hath a Mind to, but 
the fear of being ex to Puniſhment and Miſery 
here, from thoſe among whom he lives. Now, this 
Conſideration can have no place in ſecret? Ations, 
and conſequently nothing will hinder a Man of theſe 
abominabte Principles from committing the moſt bar- 
barous Villany that is conſiſtent with his Safety, 
and ſubſervient to his Deſires; that can be either 
concealed in Secreſie, or ſupported by Power. For, 
as to the Principle of Honour , that ſuch Men will 
pretend to be governed and guided by, and which 
they would fet- up to ſupply the Room of Conſci- 
ence and Religion; *ris plain, that 'tis the verieſt 
Cheat in Nature : 'tis nothing but a' meer abuſive 
Name, to gull the World into a Belief _ that they 
have ſome kind of Principle to a and proceed by, 
and which keeps them from doing an 1 Thing - 
Whereas the Atheiſt can have no Principle at 
but that ſordid one of Self Love; which will {till carry 
him to the perpetrating of any thing indifferently, 
according as it beſt conduces to his preſent Inte- 
reſt and Advantage. They deny that there are 
any Actions truly Good or Honourable, or Wicked 
and Baſe in themſelves ; but that this is all owing 
to the peculiar Cuſtoms, _ and CO 
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of Places and Countries : And that as al Men are, 
fo Ations alſo, are naturally equal and alike : And 
how far ſuch Notions as thele will carry Men, 
ris very eaſfie both to Imagine and to Obſerve. One 
would think nothing could be more Noble , Ho- 
nourable and Comely, than for a *'Man to ſtick 
firm and conſtant to thbſe Principles that he pre- 
tends to, and by no means whatever to be brought 
to abjure and deny them. Sincerity is fo. lovely 
and deſirable a Vertue, that 'it doth approve it 
ſelf, as it were naturally, to the reaſon of all Man- 
kind : and 'tis equally Uſeful, nay , indeed Neceſ- 
fary, to the due Government of the World. But 
this Noble Virtue, ſo peculiar to a Man of True 
honour and greatneſs of Mind , the Atheiſt will 
practiſe no longer than it is for his /ztereſt and 
Advantage, and while it is conſiſtent with his 
Safety. That Men may profeſs or deny any thing 
to fave their Lives, is the avowed Principle of 
one of their great Writers. And the ſame is ex- 
preſly aſſerted in other words, even in leſſer Ca- 
ſes than rhat of Danger of Death, by the Tran- 
ſhtor of Philoſtratus's Life of Apollonias Tyaneus, 
with a great Pretence to Wit and Humour. But 
if Men may Lye and Prevaricate from ſo baſe and 
abjet a Principle as Fear, no doubt they may do 
{o for Intereſt and Advantage, for that is certainly 
as good a ground, as Cowardlineſs and Baſeneſs ; 
and then what becomes of this boaſted Fonour 
that is ſo much talk'd of; this greatneſs of Mind, 
that will keep a Man from doing an #1 thing, 
In reality , 'twill at laſt amount to no more than 
this, that he will forbear doing an 117 Thing, _ 
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he thinks it will prove i/ to him : he will be Juſt, 
Honeſt and Sincere when he don't dare be other- 
wiſe, for fear of the Law, Shame, and Ignominy : 
For all Men of Atheiſtical Principles would be 
Knaves and Villains. zf they durſt, if they could do 
it fafely and — ſuch a Man (tis like) ſhall 
return you a Bag of Money, or a rich Jewel you 
happen to depole in his Hands; but why is it 2 
*tis becauſe he dares not keep it and deny it ; tis 
great odds but he is diſcovered and expoſed by this 
means; and beſides, 'tis Unfaſhionable and Ungenteel 
to be a Cheat in ſuch Caſes. But to impoveriſh a 
Family by Extravagance and Debauchery , to de- 
fraud Creditors of their. juſt Debts, or Servants of 
their Wages, to Cheat at Play, to violate one's 
Neighbour's Bed to gratifie one's own Luſt, are 
things, which though to the full as Wicked and 
Unreaſonable in themſelves, are yet ſwallowed down 
as allowable enough, becauſe common and uſual, and 
which are not, the more 1s the pity, attended with 
that Scandal and Infamy that other Vices are. Thus 
tis very plain, that this pretended Principle of Ho- 
nour in an Atheiſt or a Wicked Man, and this Obe- 
dience and Deference that he pretends to pay to 
the Laws of his Country, is a moſt Partial and 
Changealle thing , and vaſtly different from that 
truc Honour and Bravery that is founded on the 
Eternal Baſis of Conſcience and Religion ; *tis an 
Airy Name that ſerves only to amule unthinking 
and ſhort-ſighted Perſons into a Belief, that he hath 
ſome kind of Principles that he will ſtick to ; that 


ſo he may be thought fit to be truſted, dealt and 


converſed withall in the World. 
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And thus, 1 think, it is very clear and apparent that 
Wickedneſs naturally leads to Infidelity and Atheiſm, 
and Infidelity and Atheiſm to the Support and Main- 
tenance of That : And that 7t is the Wicked that will 
mot ſeek after God, and whoſe thoughts are that there 
is xo God, Which was my Firſt Particular. 


I come next to Conſider, 

I]. That Peculiar Kind of Wickedneſs which the 
Pfalmiſt here takes notice of, as the chief Ground 
from whence Infidelity and Atheiſm proceed : And 
that is Pride. The Wicked, through the Pride of his 
Countenance will not ſeek after God, neither is God in 


all his Thoughts. 


And I queſtion not but this Vice of Pride, is gene- 
rally the Concomitant of Infidelity , and the chief 
Ground from whence the Spirit of Speculative Atheiſm 

. When Men of proud and haughty Spi- 
rits lead i}} Lives, as they very often do, they al- 
ways endeavour to juſtifie themfelves in their Pro- 
ceeding, be it never fo Irregular and Abſurd, and 
never fo contrary to the conſiderate Sentiments of 
all the reft of the World. A Proud Man hates to 
acknowledge himſelf in an Errour, and to own that 
he hath committed a Fault : He would have the 
World believe that there is a kind of Indefeibility 
m his Underſtanding and Judgment , which ſecures 
him from being deceived and miſtaken like other 
Mortals. Whatever Actions therefore fach a Perſon 
commits, he would fain have appear reaſonable and 
juſtifiable, Bur he ſees plainly that he m—_ _ 

icked.- 
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Wickedneſs and Immorality do fo, as long as Reli- 
gion ſtands its Ground in the World. The Sdcred 
Scriptures are ſo plain and expreſs againſt ſuch a 
courſe of Life, that there is no avoiding being con- 
vied and condemned while their Authority re 
mains good : 'Tis impoſſible any way to reconcile 
a vicious Life to the Doctrine there delivered : And 
therefore he ſees plainly, That one that Profeſles to 
believe- the great Truths of Religion, and the Divine 
Authority of thoſe Sacred Books, and yet by his 
Practices gives the Lye to his Profeſſion, and while 
he acknowledges Jefus Chriſt zz hix Words , doth in 
his Works deny him ; he ſees, I ſay, that fuch an one 
ſtands aIloxaraxed@ , Self-condemned, and can 
never acquit himſelf either to his own Conſcience, 
or to the Reafon of Mankind. Now this is per- 
featly difagreeable ro the Genious and Humour of 
a Proud Man ; he cannot bear fo be thonght in 
any reſpe&t Incoherent or Inconſiſtent- with- hims 
ſelf : And therefore having vainly tried to juſtific 
himſelf in his Wickednefs, by alledging the Exam- 
of ſome good Men in 

ve been guilty of great Sins, but whoſe Repentance 
he can by no means digeſt: And having alto fruitleſsly 
endeavoured to rely on the perverted Senſe of ſome 
rticular Texts of Scripture, which he knows 
are ſufficiently refuted by the Azatogy of the whole ; 
he finds at laſt that *ris the way to deny 
the Divine Authority of the Bible, and the Truth 
of all Revelation, and ſo boldly ſhake oft at once 
all Obligation to the Rules of Piety and Virtue; 
and ſince Religion can't be wreſted fo as to give 
an allowance to his way of living, he will take 
it 


cred Scripture, that' 
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it quite away, Baniſh thas and God Almighty out of 

the World,and ſet up Tniquity by a Law. And nothing 

can be more pleaſing and agreeable to the Arrogance 

of ſuch Men than this way of Proceeding : It gra- 

tifies an infolent and haughty Spirit prodigiouſly, 

to do things out of the common Road; to pretend 

to be - Adept in a Philoſophy that is as much above 

the reſt of Mankind's Notions , as 'tis Contradiftory 

to it : to aſſume to himſelf a Power of ſeeing much 

farther into things than other Folk, and to penetrate 

a) Vid. Jul.into the deepeſt receſſes of Nature. (a) He would 
_ pomnt paſs for one of Nature's Cabinet Councellors, a Bo- 
in Titulo & ſome Favourite that knows all the fecret Springs 
Epiſt. Dedica- of Action, and the firſt remote Cauſes of all Things. 
" He pleaſes himſelf mightily to have diſcovered 
with what Ridiculous PR the Generality of 

| Mankind are awed and frighted; 

(6) Duthogay queas alorpaſſimng; he can now look down (b) with 
Errare, atq; view palantes que. ® Scornful Pity on the poor 
rere vite. Luct: lib. 2.  groveling Vulgar,the Unthink- 

" ing Mobb below, thatare poor- 

ly enſleved and terrified by the Fear of aGod, and 

of Ills to come they know not when nor where : He 

deſpiſes ſuch dull Biggots as will be impoſed upon 

by Prieſts, and-that will ſuperſtitiouſly abſtain from 

the Enjoyment of preſent Pleaſure, on account of 

ſuch idle Tales as the Comminations of Religion. 

And as he deſpiſes thoſe that are not Wicked, to he 

upbraids thoſe that are ſo, with inconſiſtency with 

their Principles and Profeſſion, and for doing the 

ſame things that he doth, when they have nothing 

to bear them out : And thus he doubly gratifies 

his Pride, by juſtifying himſelf, and condemning 

| and 
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and triumphing over others. Nay, the very Mi- 
ſtakes and Errours of ſuch a Man, we are told, ap- 
r laudable and great to him, and he can pleaſe 
fimſelf at laſt, with ſaying, That he hath not Erred 
like a Fool, but Secundum Verbum. Yid. Oracles of 
Reaſon, p. 92. When Men have a while enured 
themſelves to talk at this rate, and to blow them- 
ſelves up with ſuch lofty Conceits and Fancies, they 
row.. by degrees more and more opinionated, and 
o dote more and more on their own dear Notions ; 
and finding by this means quiet and eaſe in the 
Practice of their Sins, they at laſt degenerate fo far 
| as firmly to believe the Truth of what they perhaps 
at firſt advanced and talk'd only from a Spirit of 
Contradiction ; and become ſo ſtupid and blind, 
as, like great Liars, to believe their own Figments 
and Inventions (a). To ſuch any Extravagant and (#) Vid. 6rea 
Inconſiſtent Hypotheſis, ſo it do but claſh with Fohetund me 
Sacred Scripture , ſhall be no leſs than a real De- 
monſtration ; a Bold and daring Falſity ſhall paſs for 
undoubted Truth ; and a Prophane Jeſt, or a Scur- 
rilous Reflection on the Charafter or Perſon of one 
in Holy Orders, ſhall be a ſufficient Refutation- of 


| the plaineſt Demonſtration he can bring againſt 


their Principles and PraCtices. For it is moſt cer- 
tain, that though a Proud Man always think him- 
ſelf in the right, and arrogate to himſelf an Ex- 
emption from the common Frailties and Errours of 
Mankind ; yet there is no body ſo frequently de> 
ceived and miſtaken, as he ; tor he doth fo over- 
eſtimate all his Faculties and Endowments, and is 
{o much enamoured of, and Truſts ſo much to his 
own Quickneſs and Penetration, that he uſually 

Imagines 
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Imagines his Great Genius able to Maſter any thing 
without the {crvile fatigue of Pains and Study : and 
therefore he will never give himfelf Time ſeriouſly 
to" examine into things, he ſcorns' and hates the 
Drudgery of deeply revolving and comparing the 
Ideas of things in his Mind, but raſhly proceeds 
to Judgment and Determination on a very Tranſient 
and Superficial View : And there will he ſtick, be 
the Reſolution he is come to never ſo abſurd and 
Unaccountable ; for he is as much above confeſling 
an Errour in Judgment, as he is of Repentjng of 
a Fault in Praqtice.9s And indeed, as the abſurd 
and ridiculous Faradoxes which Atheiſtical Writers 
maintain , ſhew their ſhallow inſight into things, 
and their Precipitancy in forming a Determination 
about them; fo the Pride and Haughtineſs with 
which they deliver them, abundantly demonſtrates 
the True Spirit of ſuch Authors, and the Real 
Ground both of their Embracing and Maintaining 
their Opinions. Plato deſcribes the Atheiſts of his 
Age, to be a Proud, Inſolent, and Haughty ſort of 
Men, the Ground of whoſe Opinion was, he faith, 
ducxkiz marc yerwm, 1n reality, a very miſchie- 
wous Ignorance; though to the conceited Venders 
and Embracers of it Aox3om #) mewn poco, #, 
E0pw!2T1 ma/\wv Afyav. It appeared to be the greateſt 
Wiſdom, and the Wiſeſt of all Opinions.  Lattantins 
tells us in his Diſcourſe, De Ira Dei, p. 729. Oxon. 
that the true Reaſon why Diagoras Melius and Theo- 
dorus, two of the Ancient Atheiſts denied a Deity 
was, That they might gain the Glory. of being the 
Authors | of ' ſome new Opinion , contradiftory to the 
common Notions' of Mankind. And of the former of 
theſe, 


theſe, Diagoras, Sextus Empiricus acquaints us, That 
becauſe a certain perjured Perſon, who had wrong'd 
bim, lived unpuniſhed by the Gods, he was ſo enraged 
at it, that he undertook to maintain there were no Gods 
at all, Lib. Adr. Mathem. Edit. Genev. 1621. 


The like Pride and Arrogance Laantivs tells us 
he found in the two great Writers that appeared a- 
gainſt Chriſtianity, in his time, in Bzithbynia. The 
tormer of theſe, who, 'tis probable, was the famous 
Porphyry, called hunſelft Anti/tes Phifoſophie, -the 
Chief or Prince of Philoſophers ; and faith La#am 
tins, Neſcio utrum Superbius an Importunius, pretended 
to corrett the Blind Errors of Mankind, and to guide 
Men into the True Way; He could not bear, that Un- 
Skilful and Innocent Perſons ſhould be enſlaved by the 
Cheats of, and become a Prey to, Crafty and Deſigning 
Men, Lib. de Juſtit. p. 420, 421. Oxon. 


With the like Aſſurance do the Modern Writers of 
this kind expreſs themſelves : And though they 
have in reality very little or nothing New, but 
only the Arguments of the Ancients a little varied 
and embeliſhed, (as I ſhall have occaſion to obſerve 
hereafter more at large,) yet they all ſet up for new 
Lights, and mighty Diſcoverers of the Secrets of 
Nature and Philoſophy ; and all of them aſſume the 
Glory of firſt leading Men into- the way of Truth, 
and delivering them out of the dark mazes of Vul- 
gar Errors. This was the pretence of Yanini, who 
was burnt for Atheiſm at Tholowſe, 4. D. 1619. 


whoſe Mind, he fays, grew more and more ſtrong, 
D healthful 
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Philoſophantibus incognite Philoſophie 
—_ inveſtigandis validior ſaus OF 
robuſtior ; ut Phyſico Magicum noſtrum 
od mox ex umbra in lucem prodibit pel. 
egens, equa poſteritas facile eft Fudica- 
Purd. 


healthful and robuſt, as he exerciſed it in ſearching 


Animus tamen in ſupreme QC wulgo 


out the Secrets of that Supreme Phi- 
loſophy, which is wholly unknown to 
the common and ordinary. Rank. of 
Philoſophers : And this, he faith, 
will ſoon be diſcovered, by the per- 


ſal of his Phyſ1ico-Magicum, which 
was now to ſee the Light. Vid. Vanini Amphitheatr. 
in Epiſt..Dedicat. 


After the ſame manner do Machiavel, Spinoza; 
Hobbs, Blount, and all the late Atheiſtical Writers, 
deliver themſelves ; Inſtances of which, I think, 1 
need not ſtay to give, ſince *tis conſpicuous through 
the whole- courſe of their Writings, and, no doubt, 
taken notice of by every Reader ; only. of the firſt 
of. theſe, wiz. Machiavel, 1 cannot. but. take notice; 
that Yanini himſelf faith, that 'twas - his Pride .and 
Covetouſneſs that made him deny the Truth of the 
Miracles. recorded in Sacred Scripture. Amphitheatr. 
P51. Edit. Lugdani,. 1615. 


And as the Writings, ſo the Diſcourſes of theſe 
Gentlemen do equally diſcover this Pride and Vanity : 
for. they do; uſually deliver themſelves with fuch a 
{cornful andcontemptuous Air, when they either en- 
deavour to eſtabliſh their own, or to overthrow their 
Adverſaries Arguments, as ſufficiently ſhews the Pro- 
priety and Truth of-the Plalmiſt's Obſervation here, 
that *tis through the you of his countenance, . that the 
wicked will not ſeek after God. The LXXII indeed 
render it, xare, m9.mAnlG, > leyng airs: Through 
the 
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the abundance of his wrath : and therein they are 
followed by the vulgar Latin. As if the Wicked 
were angry againſt God, and enraged at his Preſi 
dency over Humane Aﬀairs : as if they fretted un- 
der, and quarelled at the Severity ,of his Laws and 
Government, and ſcorned to apply themſelves to 
him by Prayer, and to ſubmit to him by Obedience. 
But though this may be a good ſence of the words ; 
and though, I doubt not, a ſtubborn Frowardneſs 
and Perverſeneſs of our Wills againſt the Will of 
God, may be a frequent cauſe and ground of Infide- 
lity : yet our Exg/z/þ Tranſlation appears to me to 
be much better warranted from the Eebrew ; for 
there it is properly, through the Elevation of his Noſe 
or Face, Which, truly, 1s very emphatical, and ex- 
preſſes ſuch a proud and ſcorntul- geſture of Face, as 
is the natural Indication of the Internal Haughtineſs 
of a Man's Mind ; or as. the Zargwn, on thus place, 
render it, of the arrogance of his Spirit, Such a Turn 
and Air of Countenance as argues a proud contempt 
of all the reſt of Mankind, who trot on in the com- 
mon road, believe and worſhip a God, and poorly 
ſubmit to be governed by his-Laws and Precepts. 


And thus having diſpatched my Two firſt Parti 
culars, and ſhewed, That Wickedneſs and - Pride are 
two great Cauſes of Infidelity and Atheiſm ; I ſhould 
now proceed to ſpeak to the Third thing obſervable 
in my Text, v2. 


IN. The great Charge whichthe Pfalmiſt brings a- 
gainſt the wicked Perſon here mentioned, That he will 
wot ſeek after God ; neither is God in all his Thoughts. 
D 2 But 
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| 'Bur this I muſt leave for my next Diſcourſe, and 
ſhall now Conclude with a word or two by way of 
Application. | 


Since the Caſe ſtands thus, That Wickedneſs in 
general, and Pride in particular, do fo naturally lead 
to Znfidelity and Atheiſm ; and that tis hardly poſſible 
to imagine a Man can entertain ſuch an Opinion 
without them : Let every one then, that hath any In- 
clination or Temptation that way, ſeriouſly examine 
his own Mind, whether he be not prejudiced towards 
it by ſome vitious Defires and Aﬀettions ; whether 
he doth not heartily wi/h that there were no God nor 
Religion ; whether he hath not, by his paſt Ations, 
really loaded himſelf with g«#/t, and therefore is di- 
ſturbed in his Mind with the apprehenſion, that the 
Divine Puniſhment will overtake him, and light upon 
him, for his Sins : Let him ſearch diligently whe- 
ther he hath not recourſe to — as to an Opiate 
in this caſe, to alay the Pains of his Conſcience, 
and to compoſe the Diſorder of his guilty Mind, and 
to gain, as it were, an Inſenfibility in Sinning, For 
if the caſe be thus, 'tis plain, he 1s not free, and at 
liberty, to make a juſt Judgment of the Truth of 
Things ; he is already a Party, and much more 
enclined to one ſide of the —_— than to the 
other ; and conſequently, he will pitch on that as 
Truth, which he would have to be ſo. But this is 
certainly a very partial way of proceeding, and- ſuch 
as no wiſe Man would uſe ina matter of ſo very great 

- moment, to engage one's ſelf raſhly in a Determina- 
tion, before a thorough and careful Examination of 
the Evidence on both 1ides : This is to look on things 
gy 
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in a falſe Light, through coloured Glaſſes, through 
Diſeaſed and Ifterical Eyes; and then to belicve 
them to be i» reality, what our depraved and preju- 
dicate Apprehenſions make them. | 


The Enemies to Religion fay, That the Preachers 
of it are not to be minded ; the Arguments they 
bring are all forced and ſtrained, becauſe "tis their 
Trade, and they get Money by it ; and their Craft 
obliges them to cry out, Great 4 Diana of the Ephe- 
fians ! 1 hope therefore this being fo Precarious and 
Partial a way of Proceeding, to ſubſcribe ro Reli- 

ion by Implicit Faith, and to take it up upon truſt 
Nom thoſe, whoſe Intereſt (they fay) it is to propa- 
gate it in the World : I hope, I fay, that Men will 
not aCt ſo on the other hand, and embrace Atheiſm 
and Infidelity on the ſame Precarious Grounds. Tho 
all fuch Perſons can clearly approve themſelves'to be 
truly Virtuous and Moral intheir Inclinations and Pra- 
ices; and are ſure that they have no ſtrong 'ncli- 
nations to fuch- Aftions as the World calls Yicious. 
For if they have, and do take real Pleature in the 
Practice of Wickednels, 'tis _ that they muſt be 
Prejudiced and Bigotted to their Luſts and Humours ; 
they cannot be Free-thinkers in the Caſe ; the Cloggs 
of 111 Cuſtom, and a looſe Education bear them down, 
and they cannot ſhake them off, Their preſent In- 
tereſt influences and governs their Behef, and cnilaves 
and Tyrannizes over their Reaſon. - 


Let them conſider impartially the Arguments for 
Infidelity , and they will find zh&n all forced and 


ftrained Paradoxes, Invented by Sceptical and Canting 
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